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An environmental conservation message for us all

By Sheila Ascroft
“For Canadians, our incredible natural heritage is part of who we are as a people,” says David Suzuki, host of the CBC’s television series, The Nature of Things.
 “From the majestic Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes to the frozen Arctic, a big part of our identity can be found in the spectacular natural landscapes that tie our country together. But that natural heritage is at risk from climate change. How we choose to address this challenge now will shape our future for decades to come.”

The ardent environmentalist has made it his life’s work to help people understand, appreciate, respect and protect the natural world. For more than four decades in broadcasting, he has tried make the complexities of science compelling and easily understood. His eight-part series, A Planet for the Taking won a United Nations’ award, while his PBS series, The Secret of Life, and his Discovery Channel series The Brain won international praise. The now-retired professor emeritus with UBC’s Sustainable Development Research Institute is also known for his long running CBC Radio program, Quirks and Quarks. More recently, Dr. Suzuki has presented two influential documentary series on the environment, From Naked Ape to Superspecies and It’s a Matter of Survival. 

“There’s no better time to start taking climate change seriously than right now. Our health, our ecosystems, our economy, and our natural heritage depend on it. Canada will be among the countries most affected by climate change,” he says. “Melting glaciers, sea ice and permafrost will have devastating consequences in the Arctic, including the potential extinction of important species such as the polar bear and ringed seal. Inuit hunting culture is also at risk.”

Dr. Suzuki, author of such best-sellers as Good News For A Change: How Everyday People are Helping The Planet, Genethics: The Clash Between the New Genetics and Human Values, and The David Suzuki Reader is not one for doom and gloom. He believes there are many things Canadians can do to help our natural heritage.

He says that to prevent the worst impacts of climate change, the Canadian government could “promote and encourage renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar and run-of-river hydro; improve the energy efficiency of commercial and residential buildings; legislate mandatory fuel-efficiency standards for cars and SUVs; regulate reductions from key sectors (including transportation); and invest in public transit.” 

Commenting on the UN Conference on Climate held in Montreal in December, Dr. Suzuki says that “when industry groups start sounding like environmentalists, you know you’ve either got a big problem or a big opportunity. In this case, it’s both.” Large corporations such as Shell, Alcan, DuPont, Bombardier and Home Depot asked the leaders at the conference to “help us do more . . ..” 

 “If we have the political courage to embrace change, there’s a new revolution just waiting for us. An opportunity for new industries. New jobs. New potential. This is a huge challenge. Bigger than the space race. Bigger than the arms race. Call it the Energy Race,” says Dr. Suzuki. “I believe we are up to the challenge of this new race, but we have to set the framework of strong targets, new rules, new incentives. If we do this, it will unleash some of Canada’s greatest attributes: our inventiveness, our creativity. Imagine the enormous power of our engineers, scientists, technicians and architects all working toward a common goal.”  

Dr. Suzuki is also Chair of the David Suzuki Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to finding innovative solutions to achieve sustainability within a generation. 

Interview conducted December 2005.
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