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“Journalism is the recording culture as it arrives, when it shifts, even when it leaves” 

By Sheila Ascroft
“The media is incredibly influential,” says Roy MacGregor, currently a columnist at the Globe and Mail newspaper. “If, as is often said, journalism is the first draft of history, then journalism is the recording of culture as it arrives, when it shifts, even when it leaves. More significantly, though, the media is what first alerts to trends, and trends are the fuel of most culture, particularly popular culture.”  


The journalist of 30 years also contributes to Cottage Life magazine. He has previously worked for Maclean’s Magazine, National Post, Toronto Star and the Ottawa Citizen.   

 
“The role of media in culture should be to record, first of all, but also to interpret in the larger context. For this reason, it’s important to have a great mix of viewpoints, even of demographics, in order to know what is ‘culture’ to one group, a ‘trend’ to another, ‘frivolous’ to one and ‘significant’ to yet another. The media should both take culture seriously and not too seriously, for much of culture, particularly popular culture, is humorous – particularly so as time so often renders today’s culture yesterday’s embarrassment. The media, therefore, is a major, major player, the major player in popular culture. It can be fairly said that popular culture would not exist if it were not for media.”


The daily columnist is also a prolific novelist and has made his own contribution to our popular culture. He recently completed his 20th and last book in his youth mystery series about the Screech Owl hockey team. The popular series, published by McClelland & Stewart, has won the Manitoba and Saskatchewan Young Reader’s Choice Awards, and was short-listed for the Silver Birch Award, Red Cedar Award, Arthur Ellis Award, Ottawa-Carleton Award, and the Palmarès de Communication-Jeunesse.

Hockey has long been one of his favorites writing subjects and pastime. He has written “several classics in the literature of hockey”: Home Game (written with Ken Dryden) and The Home Team, The Last Season as well as Road Games and The Seven A.M. Practice.

The former Southam national sports columnist competed against Bobby Orr while growing up in Huntsville, Ontario. He still plays old-timers hockey and has coached minor hockey in Ottawa for more than a decade. He is so passionate about the sport that he considers the hockey stick as an icon of Canadian culture.


“I believe the culture of a nation cannot be understood without a clear understanding of what the game of that nation means to its people.”

“For me, the icons of Canadian culture are simple.” Not surprising, the author of such Canadian ‘outdoorsy’ books as Canoe Lake, The Weekender, Escape: in Search of the Natural Soul of Canada and A Life in the Bush, would list his culture icons as: 

“The paintings of Tom Thomson. The canoe. The changing colours of the maple leaf. The prairie grass. The harsh landscape of the edges of this sprawling country.” He pauses and then adds, “I would also have to include winter, for nothing forms the Canadian personality more and – from music to literature – nothing informs the Canadian intellect as deeply.”

Interview conducted January 2006.

To find out more, visit: 

Screech Owls 

www.screechowls.com
Canadian Children’s Book Centre

http://www.bookcentre.ca/
Media Awareness Network

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm
Old Timers’ Hockey of Canada

http://www.oldtimershockeyofcanada.com/
