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CBC program celebrates living in Canada

By Sheila Ascroft

“On The Road Again continues to be an enduring program because it celebrates Canadians in every walk of life,” says Wayne Rostad, host of the CBC television show, which is just finishing its 19th year. “We’re not dealing with the rich and the famous; we’re talking with people you would know in your neighbourhood. I think there is an instant sense of relationship with these people.” 


Mr. Rostad, also well known for his singing and songwriting, is a natural storyteller. Since 1987, he has been crisscrossing Canada telling the stories of thousands of ordinary Canadians who are quietly making their mark in the world.

“In a nutshell, what this program has done for so many people is given them a window into the prairies, into living in the high North, into living by the sea. It has an education value, an entertainment value and it offers insights into what being a Canadian is. It is an accurate depiction of every day life in this country,” he says proudly.

“There are reflections of the times made constantly on On The Road Again by people just celebrating life – and saying ‘here’s what I’m happy about, here’s what I love doing, here’s what I’m allowed to do, here’s what living in this country permits me to try and be successful with.’” 

Over his 35-year career in both radio and television, Mr. Rostad also has found time to release several country albums including Writer of Songs and Storyteller, plus he’s written a best-seller about life on the road with the show, been inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame, and awarded the Order of Canada in 2004. But that’s not all! 

He’s been the host for the Ottawa Heart Institute Telethon since its inception – at least a dozen years – and helped with the Children’s Miracle Network Telethon that raises money for the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario. Over the years, Mr. Rostad helped spearhead a seven-year, seven-album Christmas in the Valley project that raised $500,000 for three local charities.

Mr. Rostad attributes the long-running success to On The Road Again to the “amazing number of fans who support this kind of CBC program and have made their presence and their will known. We still draw big numbers for a program that does not receive any advertising from the Mother Corp. Since we are not on the full CBC Network, but on the ‘owned and operated’ CBC stations, we are on at the will of the affiliates. They can choose to carry us or not.”

He adds that the “amazing thing about the numbers for On The Road Again is that it continues almost cult-like to survive. Our fans continue to find us year after year even when we are in a new time zone or different day. We are constantly being shuffled around because On the Road Again has become a valuable programming tool for CBC.  We bring great viewership, which is a great springboard to a new program CBC might want to introduce to the Canadian public.”

Asked to define a Canadian, he says, “Well, what comes with living here? We have great diversity in our country and always will because of the topography and geography of this immense place we call Canada. We can’t define it by saying we’re all the same. We are plains dwellers, we are a sea-faring nation, we are fishers and hunters, we are woods and mountain people. We are all affected by our topography and geography. We are linked by the commonality of government and by the commonality of boundaries, but we celebrate the differences. And I don’t see any harm in that. I say celebrate our cultural mosaic – we have a feast of culture in this country and I say celebrate it all.” 

Interview conducted March 2006.

To find out more, visit: 

On The Road Again

http://www.cbc.ca/ontheroadagain/index.html
Country Music Hall of Fame

Ottawa Valley Country Music Hall of Fame
Children's Miracle Network Telethon

http://www.cmncan.ca/
Ottawa Heart Institute Telethon

http://www.ottawaheart.ca/UOHI/Donation_Telethon.do
Motorcycle Ride for Dad for prostate cancer

http://www.motorcycleridefordad.org/
